Torquated giant appendix epiploica mimicking intraperitoneal liposarcoma: report of a case.
A 49-year-old woman presented with acute abdominal pain in the right iliac fossa in our emergency department. Pain was abrupt in onset and severely colicky in nature. Abnormal laboratory values included a C-reactive protein of 75 mg/L and a CA-125 of 70.3 U/mL. White blood cell count was normal. Abdominal computed tomography (CT) scan revealed an inhomogeneous mass of 9.5 x 3.5 x 5.5 cm in diameter close to the appendix vermiformis and the sigmoid colon. Because of the clinical symptoms of an acute abdomen an explorative laparotomy was performed. Intraoperatively a pedunculated tumor beginning at the serosa of the sigmoid colon was found. The appendix was unremarkable. The macroscopic aspect as well as the backtable incision of the tumor was suspicious of an intraperitoneal liposarcoma. Rapid section and histopathologic examination revealed necrotic fat tissue without any malignancy. The patient was discharged from the hospital 7 days after the operation with normal laboratory parameters and without further complication. When epiploic appendagitis is evident as a big tumor mass in addition to clinical symptoms of an acute abdomen and elevated tumor markers, surgical exploration is mandatory.